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Automotion Lighthouse
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Primary Maker
Alexander Aramburo Maldonado

o
°
o
™
o
@
°
L J
P
o

Medium
oil on canvas board, painted wood frame

Description

A framed painting with rows of colored dots along frame;
painting is of a red, white, and yellow lighthouse and the
sea with ship in background. Maldonado’s early work,
such as Automotion Lighthouse, often depicted the Bay Area cityscapes and seascapes, as well as vehicles
of travel. This painting, from 1963, was done very early in his painting career, just two years after

beginning to explore art. It shows a seascape, with a foreboding tone seen in the choppy waters and the
gray skies. A large boat is seen in the distance, and the lighthouse shows Maldonado’s interest in adding
imaginary or even fantastical details to his paintings. Maldonado’s mature work is futuristic, sometimes
dystopian, so while this early work captures the same tone and points toward his longtime interest in
mechanization/industry through the theme of “automotion,” the style is much different. As with many later
works, Maldonado also painted the frame.

Dimensions
Framed: 14 x 17 x 2 in. (35.5601 x 43.1801 x 5.08 cm)
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