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Souvenir Beaded Bag (Late Niagara 
Floral Style)

Date
1860s

Primary Maker
Artist not recorded

Medium
Silk velvet, silk and cotton ribbons, paper and linen burlap 
lining, glass beads

Description
Small, palm-sized beaded clutch or bag. Brown silk velvet 

foundation, lined in paper and linen burlap. Top opening edged with brown silk ribbon. Body trimmed with 
red cotton edge binding. The scalloped flaps (non-functional and echoing the shape of the body’s lower 
edge) are trimmed with a two-bead edging, though many beads are now missing. Surface is densely 
covered on both sides with glass seed beads on linen thread using two techniques of raised beadwork 
applique: 1) the two-needle “spot stitch” (laying down a string of beads on the surface, then tacking it 
down using the second needle and thread); and 2) the “lane stitch” (laying down rows of several beads 
with each stitch). The beaded design features the same naturalistic cluster of leaves centered on the body 
and flaps of both sides. These central motifs are outlined with an outer ring of short perpendicular lines in 
blue and white beads. A template made of newsprint, used to guide the placement of motifs and provide 
additional stability when working velvet, can be detected under the beaded surface.

Dimensions
5 x 5 x 3/4 in.


