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Basic Detail Report

Bronze Bell

Date
19th century

Medium
Bronze

Description
Youruba bronze bell from Ijebu-ode region, southern 
Yoruba land. Bells are usually symbols of power with the 
face representing ancestors. Also a sign of leadership, the 
bell being displayed in ceremonial processions by the 
chiefs. This particular bell is distinguished by its large size, 
its faultless casting and fine details with the nose and 
mouth of the face in high relief; color is blackened bronze.

Dimensions
9 1/2 × 6 1/2 × 6 1/2 in. (24.13 × 16.51 × 16.51 cm)


